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In the Claims 



Please amend claims 12, 15, and 17 as set forth below. Claims 1-11, 13-14, and 16 are 
unchanged. Please add new claims 18-56 as set forth below. 



(Unchanged) A process for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
identifying a data source; 

associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, said virtual table having a 
difFerenVcolumn signature than said record; 
accessing said record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said record. 

2. (Unchanged) The process of claim 1 in which said record is accessed based upon data 
description information for said record. 

3. (Unchanged) The^rocess of claim 2 in which said data description information is 
located in said record. 

4. (Unchanged) The proces^of claim 2 in which said data description information is 
located external to said record. 

5. (Unchanged) The process of clahp 2 in which said data description information is 
located in a second virtual table. 

6. (Unchanged) The process of claim 1 inWhich said data source is a database table. 

7. (Unchanged) The process of claim 1 in whl^h said data source is an operating system 
file. 

8. (Unchanged) The process of claim 1 in which a us^r-defined function is used to access 
said virtual table. 

9. (Unchanged) The process of claim 1 further comprising:' 
identifying a second data source; 
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associating a secorilhFeQord within said second data source to said virtual table; 
accessing said second record; anfr^^L^^^ 
logically populating said virtual table with saids&cenctrecord. 

10. (Unchanged) The process of claim 9 in which said record populates a row in said virtual 
table, said second record also popi 





hchanged) 
table, said second recon 



claim 9 in which said record populates a row in said virtual 
v in said virtual table. 



2.^ (Amended) The process of claim 1 in which said record comprises a first and a second 
column, both saidlirst andlsard~seeoRdxQ lumns are use dtopopulate a single column in said 
virtual table. 

13. "^--(Unchanged) The process of claim 1 in which a data manipulation operation is 
performed againShsaid virtual table. 





14. (Unchanged) The pi^fce^s oTtteuQ^13 in which said data manipulation operation 
comprises a SQL arithmetic operation. 

15. v (Amended) The process of claim 13 further comprising: 
laeimtymg a second data source; 

associating a seconffTeeor^within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said second virtual table withs^sSGeaidrecord, wherein said data 
manipulation operation operates against both said virtual table and said seconJvifRiailable. 

16. (Unchanged) The process of claim 15 in which said data manipulation operation 
comprises a database join operation. 

1 7. v^(Amended) A computer program product that includes a medium usable by a processor, 
the medium having^stDred4hgreon a setjUence of instructions which, when executed by said 
processor, causes said processor to expcule~a~p*©c£ssjbr accessing a virtual table, said process 
comprising: 
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identifying a data source; 
sociating a record within said data source to a virtual table, said virtual table having a 
different c&Uimn signature than said record; 

accessidgsaid record; and 
logically postulating said virtual table w ith said record. 

18. (New) The comput^program product of claim 17 in which said record is accessed based 
upon data description information for said record. 



19. (New) The computer program 
used to access said virtual table. 



jduct of claim 17 in which a user-defined function is 



17 further comprising:, 

ce to said virtual table; 



sol 




20. (New) The computer program product of ch 
identifying a second data source; 
associating a second record within said second data 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said second record. 

2 1 . "-^Nfi^iJITie^con^^er program product of claim 20 in which said record populates a row 
in said virtual table, said secondl^cofd^lse^©pulates said row. 

ew) The computer program product of claim 17 in which said record comprises a first 
and a secon3xDhimn^^ second columns are used to populate a single 

column in said virtual table. 



compute: program product of claim 17 in which a data manipulation 
operation is perforaiedlSln^ table. 




24. 




computer program product of claim 23 further comprising: 
identifying a seceno^aata source; 

associating a second record within^aid second data source to a second virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 
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ically populating said second virtual table with said second record, wherein said data 



manipulation operation operates against bom said virtual table and said second virtual table. 



25. \ (New) A system for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
leans for identifying a data source; 

mea^s for associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, said virtual table 
having a different column signature than said record; 
means for abqessing said record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual table with said record. 

26. (New) The system of claim 25 in which said record is accessed based upon data 
description information for said refeqrd. 

27. (New) The system of claim 25 in\]iich a user-defined function is used to access said 
virtual table. 



28. (New) The system of claim 25 further compH^ing: 
means for identifying a second data source; 
means for associating a second record within said se^taqid data source to said virtual table; 
means for accessing said second record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual table with said secfcod record. 



(New) The system of claim 28 in which said record populates a row in said virtual table, 
said second rec5rd-also populates said row. 




30. (New) The system of claim 25 in wKCh-saidj^cord comprises a first and a second 
column, both said first and said second columns are used to popMate-ajiingle column in said 
virtual table. 



few) The system of clai^Z^S in which a data manipulation operation is performed 
against said virtualtaBleT 



32. -vfNew) The system of claim 31 further comprising: 
means for idenfffVing-^second data source; 
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means for associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual 
table; / 

means for accessing said second record; and 

means for logically populating said second virtual table with said second record, wherein 
said data manipulation operation operates against both said virtual table and said second virtual 
table. / 

33. (New) A method for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
identifying a data source; / 

associating a record within saftd data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual table is 
not defined with database metadata? 
accessing said record; and / 

logically populating said wrtual table with said record. 

34. (New) The method of claim 33 in which said record is accessed based upon data 
description information for saidf record. 

35. (New) The method oy claim 33 in which a user-defined function is used to access said 
virtual table. / 

36. (New) The method/of claim 33 further comprising: 
identifying a seconn data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said second record. 

37. (New) The method of claim 36 in which said record populates a row in said virtual table, 
said second record also populates said row. 

38. (New) The method of claim 33 in which said record comprises a first and a second 
column, both saia first and said second columns are used to populate a single column in said 
virtual table. / 
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39. (New) The method of claim 33 in which ayflata manipulation operation is performed 
against said virtual table. / 

40. (New) The method of claim 39 further comprising: 
identifying a second data source; / 

associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and / 

logically populating said second virtual table with said second record, wherein said data 
manipulation operation operates against/both said virtual table and said second virtual table. 

41 . (New) A computer program product that includes a medium usable by a processor, the 
medium having stored thereon a seduence of instructions which, when executed by said 
processor, causes said processor to execute a method for accessing a virtual table, said method 
comprising: / 

identifying a data source; 

associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual table is 
not defined with database metadata; 
accessing said recora; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said record. 

42. (New) The computer program product of claim 41 in which said record is accessed based 
upon data description information for said record. 

43. (New) The computer program product of claim 41 in which a user-defined function is 
used to access said virtual table. 

44. (New) The computer program product of claim 41 further comprising: 
identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said second record. 
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45. (New) The computer program product of claim 44 in which said record populates a row 
in said virtual table, said second record also populates said row. 

46. (New) The computer program product of claim 41 in which said record comprises a first 
and a second column, both said first and said second columns are used to populate a single 
column in said virtual table. / 

47. (New) The computer program product of claim 41 in which a data manipulation 
operation is performed against said virtual table. 

48. (New) The computer program product of claim 47 further comprising: 
identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
accessing said second record;/and 

logically populating said second virtual table with said second record, wherein said data 
manipulation operation operates against both said virtual table and said second virtual table. 

49. (New) A system for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
means for identifying a data source; 

means for associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, wherein said 
virtual table is not defined with/database metadata; 
means for accessing sain record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual table with said record. 

50. (New) The system o: 
description information for s 

5 1 . (New) The system of claim 49 in which a user-defined function is used to access said 
virtual table. / 

52. (New) The system of claim 49 further comprising: 
means for identifying a second data source; 

means for associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 



/claim 49 in which said record is accessed based upon data 
id record. 
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means for accessing said second record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual table with said second record. 

53. (New) The system of claim 52 in which said record populates a row in said virtual table, 
said second record also populates said row. 

54. (New) The system of claim Ap in which said record comprises a first and a second 
column, both said first and said second columns are used to populate a single column in said 
virtual table. / 

55. (New) The system of cflaim 49 in which a data manipulation operation is performed 
against said virtual table. / 

56. (New) The system of claim 55 further comprising: 
means for identnying a second data source; 

means for associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual 
table; / 

means for accessing said second record; and 

means/for logically populating said second virtual table with said second record, wherein 
saidrlata manipulation operation operates against both said virtual table and said second virtual 



